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Creativity in 
Action

SANSAN, BYRON, AND LUELLA are fourth 
graders at Prescott Elementary School. This year, 
their class participated in a Right Brain residency 
with a movement artist from Bodyvox. Using dance 
and movement to explore the book their class 
was reading together, the students related to the 
material and one another in new ways. They were
engaged and creative in their thinking. “I was 
stretched out of my comfort zone,” Luella says, and 
Sansan agrees: “Dancing made me feel like I was 
actually in the book we read.”
     Renee is their fourth grade teacher, and has been 
working in the Parkrose School District for 16 years. 
In that amount of time, recess, physical education, 
and art classes have been scaled down or cut entirely 
because of staffi ng and budget shortages. Without 
dedicated time for movement or creativity, the 
residency with Bodybox brought new opportunities 

A glimpse into a 
Parkrose School 
District classroom

residency with Bodybox brought new opportunities 

“I was 
stretched 
out of my 
comfort 
zone.”

–LUELLA, 
4TH GRADER

to Renee’s classroom. “My class was studying climate 
change,” Renee says, “so through movement we 
explored the environment with our bodies… what the 
ocean fl oor would feel like, what space would feel like, 
what you might fi nd in a forest. We’re giving students 
an opportunity to move and explore. This is an 
opportunity for everyone to be successful.”

In partnership with The Right Brain Initiative, 
Prescott Elementary is one of 70 schools across the 
greater Portland metro region investing in professional 
development and teaching artist residences that equip 
educators with tools to bring arts integration strategies 
into their classrooms. As she teaches every day, Renee 
is an example across her school in using Right Brain 
practices to engage and stimulate her students in fresh 
ways. “They see that this is something different happening 
in the classroom,” Renee says, “and they’re excited about 
it.” That’s the power of The Right Brain Initiative.

“They see that this is something 
different happening in the 

classroom, and they’re excited 
about it.”

-RENEE, 4TH GRADE TEACHER
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“We’re giving 
students an 
opportunity 
to move and 

explore.” -RENEE



Our Impact

Our Equation

Arts Integration Leadership 
Teams (AILT) model arts 
integration for colleagues 
and tailor the school’s 
professional development 
to meet the specifi c needs 
of their students. 

Right Brain Arts Integration Specialists 
support teacher leadership teams by 
modeling arts-based instructional 
strategies, helping to connect strategies 
to artist residencies, and guiding 
teachers in adopting arts integration as 
an ongoing practice. 

TEACHER 
LEADERSHIP 

TEAM

RIGHT BRAIN 
SUPPORT AND 

GUIDANCE

TEACHER 
ARTIST 

COLLABORATIONS

ALL STUDENTS 
THINK CREATIVELY 

AND CRITICALLY

THIS YEAR, there was a dramatic increase in teachers’ ability to 
identify the multidimensional impact of arts integration strategies.

What does it take to reinvigorate 
education and bring learning to life 
for all students?

%
of teachers using arts 

integration strategies that 
observed increases 

in students’…

“Bringing the 
arts into 

my 
teaching has 

opened 
up fresh 

avenues of 
communication 

for my 
students.”

-CLASSROOM TEACHER, 

REYNOLDS SCHOOL 

DISTRICT

Engage my students
67%

14%

8%

74%

59%

95%

Reach a full range of 
students’ learning style

Deepen students’ 
understanding of core content

Spring 2018 & Spring 2019: 
The most frequently identified purposes for using arts integration strategies

ENGAGEMENT   99%
CREATIVE THINKING        97%
CRITICAL THINKING         92%
ABILITY TO ACCESS 
CONTENT        90%
ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
LEARNERS ABILITY TO 
ACCESS CONTENT       95%

How have Arts Integration Specialists 
impacted teachers’ understanding 
of the power of arts integration?

Teachers and artists collaboratively design 
a learning experience that connects an 
arts discipline with another subject. These 
residencies introduce new art forms—like 
drumming, dance, or printmaking—and allow 
students and teachers to learn directly from 
Right Brain teaching artists.  

Students solve 
problems, generate and 
communicate new ideas, 
experiment, analyze, 
refi ne, and take healthy 
risks.
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IN-KIND:
A to Z Wineworks
Artslandia
Bishops Barbor
Columbia Distributing
Frances May
House Spirits Distiliery
Improper Goods
Jennings Hotel
Leftbank Annex
Marsala 
Misty Marquam Auction 

Agency
Natian Brewery
OMSI
Oregon Symphony
Parcel
Phloem Studios
Picture This
Portland Center Stage at 

The Armory
Portland Leather Goods
Portland Opera
Smith Teamaker
Thrive
Vibrant Table
Yellowbird

INDIVIDUAL 
DONORS ($50+)
Swati Adarkar
Carrie Aguilar
Peter Andrews
Maddie O’Neil & Peter 

Andrews
Tul Dim Annand
Adam Arnold
Kregg Arntson
Susan Ashenfelter
Yessica Avila Barojas
Timothy & 

Lisa Bazemore

Timothy Bishop
Alden Boetsch
Christine Bonnelette
Zeljka Boyd
Leslie Braud
Kiyo Braverman
Kristen Brayson
Korinne Breed
Megan Brown
Jim & Karen Brunke
Emily Buchholtz
Jack Burgess
Rebecca Burrell
Kristin Calhoun
Erin Castro
Marcia Chapman
Jinnina Chiles
Nastacia Chubinsky
Cary Clarke
Jessica S Clarke
Sam Cole
Eve L Connell
Ed  Cunningham
Tracy Curtis
Helen Daltoso
Eloise Damrosch
Kathleen Daniel
Nancy Deal-Whitacre
Jennifer Dolan
Carolyn Drake
Katherine Durham
Phoebe & Grant Ebright
Earle Ellis
Julie T Evans
Kate Fagerholm
Richard & Ruthellen  

Fein
Sarah Ferguson
Amanda Fitzpatrick
Elizabeth Flores
Sharon Garner
William Gilliland

Katie Gold
Raúl Gómez-Rojas
Roger Gonzalez
Michele Graham
Jennifer Gruenemay
Pamela Haas
Rebecca Haas
Barbara Hall
Frank Palacios & 

Jeff Hawthorne
Janis Hill
Debbie Hill
Windy Hovey
Tom Hughes
Dienne Irwin
Matthew Jones
Carrie Katharine Dickson
Becky Kennedy
David Kenney
Karen Kervin
Katie Kervin
Kelly Flatley Klock
Roger Kornfein
Susan Kramer
Hsin-Cheng Kuo
Keith Lachowicz
Parker Lee
Deborah Lee
Sarah Lewins
Stacia Loe
Loretta Lyons-Lachman
Quinn MacNichol
Susan Magee
Renee Magyar
Julie Mancini
Jennifer Matsumura
Rebecca McAllister
Michal McCamman
Diane McCartney
Alice McCartor
Linda McGeady
Kimberly Menig

Victoria Mesenbrink
Max Miller
Keil  Mueller
Jennifer Park
Kally Pelkey
Debra Pellati
Frances Portillo
Theresa Pridemore
Nancy Ranchel
Claudia Reinhaus
Kris Soebroto & 

Bren Reis
Michael Rigby
Joel Rotert
Valerie Sasaki
Micaela 

Shapiro-Shellaby
Carole Shellhart
Michael Smira
Colleen Spidal
Marna Stalcup
Kelly Starkey
Kelley Starkey
Sierra Stringfi eld 

Perryman
Tina & Evan Swanson
Jeffrey Sweat
Laura Taylor
Carrie Treadwell
Cathy Varner
Susan Leigh  

Vaughan
Kati Von Lehman
Gina Wand
Andrew Watson
Frank Piacentini & 

Sara Weinstein
Clare Heather 

Wilkinson
Frederick Williams
Joy Williams
Kristin Wray

The Right Brain Initiative is a program of the Regional Arts & Culture Council, a 501(c)(3) arts services 
agency serving Clackamas, Multnomah and Washington Counties, Oregon. racc.org

TheRightBrainInitiative.org

2018-19

Funders

Arlene Schnitzer

TOTAL FUNDS:

$1,277,632

PRIVATE
($547,898)

+

=
PUBLIC

($729,734)

The Right Brain Initiative

Funding 

CORPORATE SUPPORT

FOUNDATION SUPPORTPUBLIC SUPPORT

AHS Foundation

Traylor Charitable Fund

Russell Colgate Fund 
at BNY Mellon 

AIGA PortlandThe Kennedy Center

CLACKAMAS, MULTNOMAH, 
WASHINGTON COUNTIES: $65,775

CITY OF PORTLAND: 
$97,520

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT 
FOR THE ARTS: $45,000

CORPORATE: $139,225

INDIVIDUAL DONORS: $73,086

IN-KIND, EARNED & 
OTHER INCOME: $81,311

HILLSBORO ARTS & CULTURE 
COUNCIL: $5,000

PRIVATE FOUNDATION: 
$254,276

OREGON ARTS COMMISSION 
(STATE): $10,000

SCHOOL DISTRICTS: 
$506,439

Portland Timbers Community Fund

Wieden+Kennedy

Lucreative

Phillips Publication

Fred Meyer

Including support from 1,000+ donors to the Arts Impact Fund of the Regional Arts & Culture Council


