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Celebrating 
10 Years

DEAR FRIENDS OF RIGHT BRAIN,

I remember vividly those early conversations in 2008 that 
planted the first seeds of what we now know as The Right 
Brain Initiative. We wondered how the community might work 
together to reinvigorate education for all students using 
creative expression. We wondered how we could ensure that 
every child had equitable access to the arts. And while it 
seemed lofty at the time, we were a tenacious bunch and 
there was no shortage of hope (nor good ideas).

In the end, our commitment paid off. That fall, Right Brain 
was launched in 20 schools across the Portland metro area. 
What we could only dream back then was how successful 
those conversations would be in launching such a lofty 
endeavor; a seed of love, creativity and determination that 
continues to grow, serving thousands of students each 
school year.

Looking back, I think, “Wow!” We really get the 
transformation! As the first private funder to invest in The 
Right Brain Initiative, PGE Foundation could not be prouder 
to see this program delivering on its promise to improve 
educational outcomes for K-8 students, sparking creativity 
and critical thinking, and nurturing problem-solving.  
Seeing firsthand the incredible impact this work has had  
on students, PGE Foundation continues to partner with  
Right Brain, having invested nearly $200,000 over the  
last 10 years. 

We are true believers in this work. I invite you to explore 
the pages that follow, which detail the story of how one 
brave, audacious seed of an idea has blossomed into such 
a remarkable, inspiring approach for educators, schools and 
classrooms region-wide.

Whether you have contributed via time, talent or treasure, 
thank you—now and always—for helping Right Brain grow and 
flourish, touching the lives of tens of thousands of children 

throughout our community. The Right Brain Initiative is 
because of you.

Gratefully,
Kimberly Howard 
Program Officer, PGE Foundation

Our Equation

2007
Secured 
$173,000 in local 
public funds 

2008
Received first private 
funding from PGE 
Foundation  

2008
Publicly launched 
The Right Brain 
Initiative; 20 
schools joined

2008 

Selected Young Audiences of 
Oregon and SW Washington as 
Implementation Partner

Arts Integration Leadership Teams 
(AILT) model arts integration for 
colleagues and tailor the school’s 
professional development to meet the 
specific needs of their students. 

What does it take to reinvigorate education and bring learning  
to life for all students?

FOR RIGHT BRAIN, it’s through 
whole-school arts integration. In this 
approach to teaching, students engage 
in a creative process that connects 
an art form to another subject. Here 
you’ll see the three key factors in our 
equation for success. What results 
is equitable learning opportunities 
that deepen understanding and 
help students think creatively and 
critically. Pure magic!

Right Brain Arts Integration Specialists 
support teacher leadership teams by 
modeling arts-based instructional 
strategies, helping to connect 
strategies to artist residencies and 
guiding teachers in adopting arts 
integration as an on ongoing practice. 

Teachers and artists collaboratively 
design a learning experience that 
connects an arts discipline with 
another subject. These residencies 
introduce new art forms—like 
drumming, dance, or printmaking—
and allow students and teachers 
to learn directly from Right Brain 
teaching artists.  

Students solve problems, generate 
and communicate new ideas, 
experiment, analyze, refine and 
take healthy risks.

TEACHER 
LEADERSHIP 

TEAM

RIGHT BRAIN 
SUPPORT AND 

GUIDANCE

TEACHER  
ARTIST  

COLLABORATIONS

ALL STUDENTS 
THINK  

CREATIVELY AND 
CRITICALLY

What we could 
only dream back 
then was how 

successful those 
conversations would 
be in lauching such 
a lofty endeavor; 
a seed of love, 
creativity and 

determination that 
continues to grow, 
serving thousands 

of students  
each year.

2008
Began professional development 
workshop series for teachers and 
teaching artists

2007
Formed 
Visioning 
Committee
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TROUTDALE

1% = Native American/Alaskan Native 
5% = Asian/Pacific Islander 

7%= African-American   
8% = Multi-Ethnic  

25% = Latino/Hispanic 
55% = White

1,754 
TEACHERS  

AND SCHOOL  
STAFF

1,149
INTEGRATED  

ARTIST 
RESIDENCIES

29,630 
STUDENTS

Who  
We Serve
We believe that all K-8 students 
deserve high-quality arts education, 
regardless of neighborhood, language 
or readiness to learn.

“We have a lot to learn from 
organizations like The Right Brain 
Initiative. We can apply what Marna 
shared during our Innovation Forum to 
help make sure that all students have 

a well-rounded education  
throughout the country.”

— CONGRESSWOMAN SUZANNE BONAMICI
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND THE WORKFORCE

IN 2017-18, we could be found in 70 schools in urban, 
suburban and rural communities across Clackamas, Multnomah 
and Washington Counties. With a primary focus on equity, as 
Right Brain grows, we will prioritize expansion into schools with 
high populations of students of color, low-income students, 
English Language Learners, and/or in communities with 
geographically-limited resources.

2009
Provided first artist 
residencies in 
classrooms with a roster 
of 50 Right Brain artists.

2010
Established partnership with 
the John F. Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts

2011
Awarded  first federal 
funding from the 
National Endowment 
for the Arts (NEA)

2012
Added a record 
number of 14 
new schools

2013
Achieved districtwide 
implementation in 
Gresham-Barlow, the first 
to serve all K-5 schools

2014
Released report 
correlating above average 
test score gains with 
Right Brain participation



Our Teaching 
Strategies

Engage students
Reach a full range of learners
Deepen student understanding

OBSERVATIONAL THINKING:  
Close reading of visual information.

SNAPSHOT: Individual frozen picture  
using the body to review vocabulary.

TABLEAU: Group frozen picture using  
the body to express understanding of text.

CREATIVE MOVEMENT: Group movement to 
express understanding of text. 

From the outset, Right Brain has been lauded  
for providing ongoing support to teachers, principals,  
and teaching artists with robust, research-based professional 
learning opportunities.

WE’VE ENGAGED MORE and more teachers  
and principals each year with the number of 
participants quadrupling in our first five years, 
growing from 77 to 305.

A 2013 program evaluation report showed that 
75 percent of the 305 teachers who attended 
professional development workshops used 
Right Brain strategies as part of their regular 
classroom instruction. This was great news 
and we wondered how we could reach other 
teachers in Right Brain schools to achieve our 
equity goal of school-wide arts integration.

The answer came in 2016 when each 
school established a Right Brain teacher 
leadership team that was trained to facilitate 
peer-to-peer learning 
throughout the year. 
Now professional 
development is 
incorporated into 
school faculty 
meetings resulting in 
812 teachers being  
trained in the  
2017–18  
school year.

Right Brain Teachers use  
these arts based  
instructional strategies:

WHAT TEACHERS SAY

“The arts are a tool for 
thinking. They are another 

language with which students 
can make meaning and  
share their ideas.” 

“People do not think 
in silos. Right 

Brain kids see the 
connections between 
math and science 
and literacy. They 
learn by building 

connections.” 

“It is important for teachers who 
attended professional development 
to present to their peers rather 

than me, the principal. By providing 
opportunities for them to learn 
the strategies, go back to their 
classrooms and practice, then 
reflect together on how it went 

makes for real change.”

15%

10%

18%

46%

22%

17%

29%

57%

Teachers who have  
been with Right Brain  
for more than 5 years

Students find relevant 
evidence and 
draw conclusions 
supported by the 
evidence.

Students engage 
in self assessment 
of their work and 
learning.

Students take 
ownership of their 
own learning to 
develop, test and 
refine their thinking. 

Students engage 
actively in discussion, 
offer their own ideas, 
and appreciate 
others’ ideas.

Teachers who have 
been with Right Brain 
for 5 years or less

Teacher 
Training

WAYS IN WHICH TEACHERS’ IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTS INTEGRATION 
STRATEGIES AFFECT STUDENTS AND THEIR LEARNING

2016
Piloted school-based 
full-faculty professional 
development

2017
Presented at National 
Council on the Arts at 
the invitation of NEA

2017
Launched first major 
fundraising event, SHIFT: an 
experiment in fashion design

2018
Testified before the House 
Committee on Education and the 
Workforce at the Innovation Forum

2018
Identified teacher leadership teams at 
all 70 schools to support Right Brain 
implementation 

Teachers tell us these  
arts-based teaching  
strategies help: 



Measuring Our  
Impact

1 
teacher 

1667 
teachers 
trained

MORE THAN
DOUBLED

1,000,000+

students

30 
students
per year

20 
years of 
teaching

MORE SCHOOLS

MORE 
TEACHERS  
TRAINED

2008-09 2009-10 2010-11
2011-12

2012-13

2013-14

2014-15

2015-16
2016-17

2017-18

IN 2008, The Right Brain Initiative began in 20 schools 
and that number has multiplied each year! Today you can 
find us in 69 schools across 8 districts and one Oregon 
Department of Education charter school.

NATURALLY, as the number 
of Right Brain schools 
grows so does the number 
of teachers attending 
professional development. 
Now a train -the-trainer 
model allows us to reach 
every teacher in every Right 
Brain school. Individual training can reach a few Teachers training other teachers multiplies how many we can reach!

IMAGINE OUR FUTURE 

Annual Gains on  
Oregon Standardized Tests

A FIVE YEAR STUDY released in 2014 revealed significant 
increase in the average annual state standardized test scores 
of students in Right Brain Schools.

How do we know this program  
is working? 

WHAT IF ONE Right Brain trained teacher reaches 30 
students each year of a 20 year career? What if a student 
attends a school where every teacher regularly uses Right 
Brain Strategies? That puts The Right Brain Initiative well 
on its way as an agent of educational change. 

49

59 63 68
70

20x
In Reading and Math 

&

“Creative thinking 
means you have a big 

imagination and 
use juicy words.”

—RIGHT BRAIN STUDENT

For English Language Learners
LEARN MORE AT: bit.ly/2G5OQai

JUMPED 10 TO

IMPACT ON STUDENTS

 

 
 



AHS Foundation

The Russell Colgate Fund at BNY Mellon

AIGA PortlandThe Kennedy Center

Vibrant Table • Market of Choice • Portland Timbers Community Fund

Pinnacle Exhibits • Port of Portland  •  Poster Garden • Fred Meyer

PUBLIC  
SUPPORT

TOTAL PRIVATE FUNDS: $515,750

TOTAL PUBLIC FUNDS: $753,788

$1,269,119

PRIVATE

PUBLIC

TOTAL

FOUNDATION  
SUPPORT

CORPORATE  
SUPPORT

INDIVIDUAL DONORS 
Mandy Allen and Nate Allen
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Kregg Arntson
Kristin Asai and  

Justin Mackewich
Linda Bagwell
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Amanda, Ben &  
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Greg Chapman
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and Gary Hartnett
Michael Davidson and  

Patricia Johnson
Sharon Dawson 
Laura De Simone and  

Bill Roulette
Nancy Deal-Whitacre and 

Lance Deal
Jennifer Dolan and  

Jason Dolan
Jane Drew
John Drew
Katherine Drew
Shari Dunlop and  

Thomas Huminski
Katherine Durham
Phoebe Ebright and  

Grant Ebright
Ann Edlen
Ken Edwards and  

Ann Edwards
Rich Eichen and  

Suretta Geller
Terri Elioff
Tonya Elton
Kate Fagerholm

Sara Farrokhzadian and  
Sumeeth Bhat

Lindsey Fergusen
Sarah Ferguson and  

Richard VanRossum
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Erika Foin and  

Eric Houghton
Holley Franklin
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Morgan Funes and  

Dustin Funes
Elizabeth Gallardo
Sharon Garner
Martha Gerrity
Steve Gold and Marian Gold
Elinor Gollay
Mike Golub
Lela Gonzales
Cheryl Grant
Norma Gregor
Jennifer Gruenemay
Chad Hadsell and  

Serra Hadsell
Barb Hall
John Hamer and  

Kirsten Chapman
Caroline Harris Crowne and 

Adrian Harris Crowne
William Hathaway and 

Elizabeth Hathaway
Jeff Hawthorne and  

Frank Palacios
Morton Henig 
Mary Henning
Vicki Henschel
Janis Hill and Roger Hill
Jason Hosch and  

Janell Hosch
Windy Hovey and  

Brandon Womack
Kimberly Howard
Tom Hughes
Thomas Huminski 
Kathleen Jackson
Deborah Jain 
David Johnson 
Matthew Jones and  

Kristin Mihalko
Roberta Kaplan 
Lucy Keating 
Charis Kennedy
Krista Kennedy and  

Phong Ho
Karen Kervin
Teresa Ketelsen
Dina Khoury
Nick Khoury
Johanna Kim and Ernest Kim
Anne Kimberly
Cindy Knapp
Gretchen Kotler

Deborah Lee
Joy Leising
Esther Lerman Freeman 
Susan Lienhart 
Bruce Livingston 
Stacia Loe
Stephanie Luciano 
Ric Luyties
Jodi Maas and Mike Maas
Jack MacNichol
Peg Malloy
Sally Manafi
Rebecca Martin and  

Phil Martin
Andrew Martin
Jane Martin
Michelle Martin
Jennifer Matsumura  

and Jim Cooper
Mary Mayther-Slac  

and Gary Slac
Colin McClure
Carol McConnell  

and Robert Hatt
Dwight McFaddin and  

Karen McFaddin
Anne E McLaughlin 
Kelly Meador and  

Daniel Elwing
Kimberly Menig
Max Miller and Lori Miller
Corlice Mims
Alison Mitchell 
Gail Mueller and  

Bob Mueller
Manchali Narayan
Linda Nelson
Susan Newman and  

Phil Goldsmith Newman
Angela Nicholas and  

Robert Nicholas
Daniel Norton and  

Kathy Norton
Robert Olds and  

Bonnie Weber Olds
Margaret Olney and  

Steve Marsh
Kally Pelkey
Yvonne Perez-Emerson
Jeffrey Peterson
Joel Phillips 
Kay Pollack and  

David Pollack
Frances Portillo
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Nancy Ranchel
Farrah Raqib
Deborah Redman and 

Donald Whittemore
Jane Ribadeneyra  

and Kelly Egan
Steven Rosenbaum  

and Christine Lundeen

Daniel Rosenberg
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Joanna Lipske
Elizabeth Russel
Joan Roxane Russell and  

Chester Hiatt, Jr.
Brad Russell
Brandon Russell
Kelly Russell
Lizzie Russell
Mc Rydzewski
Lesly Sanocki and  

Manish Chandhok
Suzanne Savaria
Ryan Schenk 
Lauren Scher
Jim Schlachter and  

Jan Schlachter
Gretchen Schnepper and  

Darby Granberry
Arlene Schnitzer
Suzanna Scott and  

Richard Scott
Michael Seely
Judy Shiprack and  

Bob Shiprack
Marjorie Skinner
Amy Solana and Dave Trost
Zach Spector 
Stephen Stack
Marna Stalcup and  

Timothy Drilling
Charles Stanton
Christa Stout
John Sutter and  

Jennifer Sutter
Trisha Thoms
Stephanie Tolk
Jonnathan Triton
William Uicker and  

Rejina Injety
Scott Urbatsch and  

Jessica Duke
Cathy Varner
Cindy Walsh
Meghan Walsh
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Andrew Watson
Sutter Wehmeier and  
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Emily Weltman and  
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Sarah White
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Steven Wilker and  

Lainie Wilker
Beth Willams
Lisa Williams and  
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Mandy Wilson
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Carter Wray
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Supported in part by 1,000+ 
donors from the Arts Impact 
Fund of the Regional Arts & 
Culture Council

GOVERNING COMMITTEE
Kristin Asai
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Chris Celauro
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OPERATING COMMITTEE
Kristin Brayson
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Julie Evans
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DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE
Caleb Bourgeois
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Kristen Engfors
Kate Fagerholm
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Caleb Bourgeois
Verlea Briggs
Carrie Dickson
Katherine Drew
Phoebe Ebright
Kristen Engfors-Boess
Dewayne Hankins
Nancy Judd
Scott Kueny
Vincent McGee
Sarah Prevost
Ashley Renfrew
Jasmine Schneider
Chad Seegmiller

Ahmed Yusuf
Megan Zimmer

TEACHING ARTISTS
Bobby Abrahamson
Jan Abramovitz
Acts of Wonder 
Al-Andalus 
Albert Alter
Marjorie Anderson
Christian Barrios
BodyVox  
Mark Caporael
Dance Like the Stars 
Disability Art and  

Culture Project 
Lisa Eisenberg
Sarah Ferguson
Caren Graham
Daniel Granias
Hand 2 Mouth 
Chloe Hight
Midori Hirose
Rick Huddle
Diane Jacobs
Julie Keefe
Ashley Klump
Korekara Taiko 
David Loitz
Christine Martell
Tina McDermott
Kanani Miyamoto
Nancy Morris-Judd
Lulu Moonwood Murakami
Subashini Ganesan 
Pamela Norris
NW Children’s 

Theater 
Karie Oakes
Caroline Oakley
Obo Addy Legacy 

Project 
Oregon Ballet 

Theatre 
Oregon Children’s 

Theatre 
Mo Phillips
Luciana Proano
Red Yarn 

Productions 
Greta Pederson
Peggy Ross
Aaron Nigel Smith
Darlene Solomon-Rogers
Carl Sweets
Mike Yager 

REPORT DESIGN BY  
Fort Wick

ILLUSTRATIONS BY 
Lauren Klinkhammer

Funding The Team
 A  FOUNDATION  $226,776

 B  CORPORATE  $88,877

 C  EARNED AND IN-KIND REVENUE  $73,963

 D  INDIVIDUAL  $74,382

 E  IN KIND   $51,333

 F  SCHOOL DISTRICT CONTRACTS  $488,234

 G  CITY OF PORTLAND  $127,733

 H  MULTNOMAH, CLACKAMAS,  

WASHINGTON COUNTIES   $90,775

 I  FEDERAL  

(NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS)  $30,000

 J  STATE (OREGON ARTS COMMISSION)  $12,046

 K  HILLSBORO ARTS AND CULTURE COUNCIL $5,000

RIGHT BRAIN PARTNERS

Young Audiences, Residency Partner

Deborah Brzoska,Professional Development Partner

Victoria Lukich, Research and Evaluation Partner

The John F. Kennedy Center 
 for the Performing Arts,  

National Partner

SCHOOL DISTRICTS

Corbett School District

Gresham-Barlow  
School District

Hillsboro School District

North Clackamas  
School District

Oregon Trail School District

Parkrose School District

Portland Public Schools

Reynolds School District

Oregon Department of  
Education Sponsored Charter
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Right 
Brain

411 NW PARK AVENUE, STE. 101

PORTLAND, OR 97209

Read more about Right Brain at

TheRightBrainInitiative.org

The Right Brain Initiative is a program of the Regional Arts & Culture Council, a 501(c)(3) arts  
services agency serving Clackamas, Multnomah and Washington Counties, Oregon. racc.org

411 NW Park Avenue, Suite 101, Portland, OR 97209 / 503.823.5111

THE RIGHT BRAIN INITIATIVE is a sustainable 

arts education partnership of public schools, 

government, foundations, business  

and the cultural community. 

Help us bring creativity to all 110,000 K-8 

students in the Portland metro region. 


